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Kenyon community grapples with ongoing war in Ukraine
LINNEA MUMMA
EDITOR-IN-CHIEF

ADAM MARGOLIS
NEWS EDITOR

After Russian President
Vladimir Putin launched a
full-scale invasion of Ukraine
on Feb. 24, the Kenyon community has felt the intensity
of the war from a distance. To
help the community develop a
better understanding of this
conf lict, Associate Professor
of History Eliza Ablovatski,
Assistant Professor of Russian
Anna Aydinyan, Professor of
Political Science and Director of Kenyon’s Center for the
Study of American Democracy David Rowe and Professor of Political Science Joseph
Klesner held a panel discussion on Wednesday titled “The
Russian Invasion of Ukraine:
Understanding the Current
Crisis” in Higley Hall Auditorium for a hybrid audience of
attendees.
Wednesday’s panel discussion comes a day after President Sean Decatur sent out
a news bulletin condemning
Russia’s invasion, and nearly
a week after the war began.
“As I watch the events unfolding in Ukraine, I am moved by
both the strength and fragility
of democracy, and the lengths
ordinary people, a nation and
increasingly the world will go
to defend freedom,” he wrote
in the bulletin. “Kenyon College stands united with insti-

tutions across the globe calling
for a diplomatic and peaceful
resolution to the assault on the
people of Ukraine.”
Seven days into its invasion,
Russia has killed over 2,000
Ukrainian civilians, though
exact numbers are still uncertain. As of Thursday morning,
Russian and Ukrainian forces engaged in battle over the
southern port city of Kherson.
Russian forces have reportedly
begun laying siege to Kharkiv,
Ukraine’s second-largest city,
and are currently bombarding its capital, Kyiv. It was
also reported that 8,000 Russian soldiers have died since
the conf lict began. No Russian civilian deaths have been
reported.
Ukraine redeclared its independence in 1991 following
the dissolution of the Soviet
Union. In recent years, Putin
has perceived the country’s
trend towards democracy as a
political threat, as he has become increasingly resistant
towards Ukraine’s ties to the
nations comprising the North
Atlantic Treaty Organization
(NATO) and those of the European Union.
According to Rowe, Russia may have perceived a possible integration of Ukraine
to NATO and the European
Union as inherently threatening to the legitimating claims
undergirding its autocratic
political regime.
“It’s not just NATO that is

expanding into the East, [it] is
really the expansion of a set of
liberal values,” he said. “And
so it’s also a threat to the legitimation of a regime that is not
built around those values.”
Aydinyan expanded on
Rowe’s point, explaining how
the Russian state’s primary
source of income derives from
oil exports, which she said
enables it to maintain an autocratic, non-democratic regime.
“[For]
some
countries
which have this reserve resource, it kind of creates the
economic incentive of a more
corrupt government,” she
said. “And it doesn’t mean that
many people in Russia don’t
want to establish a democratic
regime, but it sometimes feels
like swimming against the
current because the economic
system is just not working to
support that.”
A number of protests
against the Kremlin’s decision to invade Ukraine erupted in Moscow and St. Petersburg late last week. Reports
estimate 
R ussian police arrested over 300 protesters in
St. Petersburg and detained
over 1,300 people for protesting across Russia. Late
on Wednesday night, Alexei
Navalny, an outspoken jailed
critic of Putin, urged Russians
to continue their protests.
Throughout
the
week,
Ukrainian and Russian students alike have been forced

to hear about the tragedies
in their home countries from
afar, as death tolls for Ukrainian soldiers and civilians and
Russian soldiers continue to
rise. Ukrainian students Maxim Farkhat ’22, Sofiia Shyroka
’25 and Yana Honcharuk ’24
have all been in communication with their family members and are terrified about
what the future holds for their
families and loved ones.
In his news bulletin, Decatur encouraged those affected to seek support from the
chaplains, the Cox Health and
Counseling Center or the Employee Assistance Program.
Farkhat, Shyroka and Honcharuk all spoke to the overwhelming amount of support
they’ve received from their
professors, friends and community members. “I’m very
appreciative of how everyone
is reaching out and making
sure that we’re okay,” Farkhat
said.
Still, not everyone has
been so supportive. On Feb.
25, Committee for Diversity and Inclusion Chair Bijan
Khaghani ’23 sent out an allstudent email reporting instances of Russian students being labeled “spies” and of jokes
made by community members
about Ukrainian students not
being allowed to return home.
He reminded students to extend patience and care to one
another.
Honcharuk said that she

eating, and limited indoor gatherings to 85% capacity and outdoor
gatherings to 50 people.
The change follows newly updated CDC masking guidance. On
Feb. 25, the CDC released a system
of Community Levels, a tool intended to assess risk in individual
counties and respond accordingly
with prevention strategies. The levels, which include “Low,” “Medium” and “High,” are determined
on the basis of three metrics: new
COVID-19 admissions per 100,000
population in the past seven days,
the percent of staffed inpatient beds
occupied by COVID-19 patients
and total new COVID-19 cases per
100,000 population in the past seven
days. Knox County is currently at
the Medium Level, which suggests
masking for those at high risk for severe illness, but does not encourage
sweeping mask mandates. The College intends to remain at Activity
Level 0 unless Knox County moves
into a High COVID-19 Community
Level.
Many students welcomed the
news of the mask mandate being

Professors can opt to enforce mask mandates in their
lifted. “At this point in the pandem- the new policy on immunocomproic we know enough about the virus mised students. “It’s not fair to the
and our personal risk level to make community to give up masks yet,”
our own decision about how to pro- Slonczewski wrote in an email to the
tect ourselves,” William Yanek ’23 Collegian. “We’re all used to masks;
said.
wait till the summer.”
However, some view the change
In a news bulletin emailed to stuas too hasty. Professor of Biology dents and employees on WednesJoan Slonczewski expressed con- day, Chair of the COVID-19 Steercern over the risk of transmission in ing Committee Drew Kerkhoff
congregate housing and the effect of acknowledged that while the Col-

had been seeing jokes surface
on social media sites about
Ukraine, and found them to
be distasteful and insensitive.
“It’s really easy for people to
speculate if they don’t understand what’s going on. It’s really easy for people to misunderstand things,” Honcharuk
said. “If you don’t know about
something, you should not be
joking or talking about it.”
Farkhat, who is from Kyiv,
reminded students about the
importance of supporting local journalism sources, recommending the Kyiv Independent as a reliable source of
information. Honcharuk also
suggested that students get involved by visiting the website
“Resources to Help Ukraine,”
which includes various petitions and donation sites.
At the panel on Wednesday,
Russian student Alex Smirnov
’23 also announced that a coalition of Russian and Ukrainian Kenyon students who
have been affected by the economic stresses of the war have
organized a fund in conjunction with Kenyon’s alumni association.
The situation in Ukraine
remains bleak, and it is feared
that Russian forces will encircle Kyiv in the coming days.
For those interested in supporting Ukraine, there will
be a rally taking place at 1:30
p.m. on Saturday in the Mount
Vernon Public Square.

College removes mask mandate after new CDC guidelines
AUDREY BAKER
NEWS ASSISTANT

On Wednesday, the College
transitioned into the newly-created
Activity Level 0, eliminating the
indoor mask mandate for the first
time since the fall 2020 semester.
The change comes amidst a
sharp drop in COVID-19 cases on
campus — there are currently four
active student cases, according to
the College’s COVID-19 Dashboard, and 305 total cases since the
beginning of the spring semester.
Although under Activity Level
0, or “baseline precaution,” masks
are no longer required indoors, instructors may still require masks
in classrooms at their discretion.
Additionally, there are no capacity
restrictions on events or informal
student gatherings. This marks a
shift in previous restrictions under
Activity Level 2, which had been in
place since Feb. 16 in response to a
spike in COVID-19 cases on campus. It required students to wear
masks indoors in all public spaces
except while actively exercising or

classrooms. | JOE WINT
lege’s previous efforts have been
helpful in keeping cases down on
campus, they did not come without drawbacks. “We also must recognize the cost that we have collectively paid; masks impair our ability
to communicate both verbally and
visually, and our efforts have left
many feeling painfully isolated and
disconnected from their community,” Kerkhoff wrote in the email.
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Decatur, Limas hold information session on CA position
AMELIA CARNELL
NEWS EDITOR

President Sean Decatur and
Vice President for Student Affairs Celestino Limas held an
information session on Tuesday regarding changes to the
Community Advisor (CA)
role for the next academic
year. Limas also announced
during the session that hiring
for new CAs would begin on
March 2.
When Limas announced
the changes to the CA positions on Jan. 21 — most notably, a move from hourly wages to a stipend system and the
return of apartment CAs —
some CAs quickly raised concerns about the effects of the
move to the stipend system.
Limas said he appreciated the CA’s raising their
concerns. “There were some
questions that came up from
that. I think they were brilliant,” he said in Tuesday’s
information session. “I think
they were very much so a
chance not just for CAs to
think openly with us about
some of the things that are
going to be different for next
year, but also is a wonderful
opportunity for us to not just
speak to those answers, but
then be able to make some adjustments along the way.”
In early February, CAs and
members of K-SWOC met
with Decatur and Limas, at
which point they agreed to
hold an open forum, provide
a report on the financial consequences of this change and
give a statement on the CAs’
legal relationship to the College. Limas later told the Collegian that the information
he presented in the meeting,
along with the CA terms and
conditions, will suffice as
the financial report and legal
statement CAs say they were
promised.
Though CAs and administrators agreed on an open
forum, Tuesday’s meeting
was a webinar format. Limas

explained that he chose this
mode to provide as much information as possible. “It was
important to be able to shepherd the content to make certain we served all viewers and
could invest time in specific
areas during the session,” he
wrote in an email to the Collegian.
In the meeting, Limas
elaborated on the timeline of
changes to the position. Limas said he began the process
of revising the position in the
fall by wanting to understand
three
questions:
“What’s
working? What’s not working? And what’s missing?”
Limas explained that the
move to a stipend will bring
Kenyon residential advisor
policies in line with many of
its peer institutions, while
also emphasizing Kenyon’s
unique qualities. “There’s
something special about Kenyon that we want to honor and
understand. It was important
that I not come in and just
map on a template of how CA
systems work at other institutions,” he said.
According to the calculations provided by Limas, CAs
will be making almost $900
more than they do currently.
However, CAs believe that Limas is likely underestimating
their current earnings, as his
calculations rely on a shorter training period in August
than CAs completed this year
and did not include the hours
CAs work in January before
the second semester begins.
These calculations rely on an
assumption of CAs working
18 hours per week, though according to April Murphy ’22,
CAs may currently log hours
above that if they work more
than normal. It is unclear
if CAs will be compensated
for the extra time if they do
work past 18 hours per week,
though Limas told the Collegian they will not be expected
to work more than that.
Limas also clarified several
important points, including

Apartment complex CAs will return next year. | COURTESY OF GUND PARTNERSHIP
that the CA stipend will in- enhancements,” he wrote in
Murphy also wrote that the
crease annually at the same an email to the Collegian. Li- meeting left her deeply disaprate as other student worker mas also said that there will pointed. “How can I put my
wages, matching inf lation. He be further information ses- trust in an administration
also explained that compen- sions after spring break, if which has threatened to arsation will be broken down prospective applicants have rest me for peacefully pickinto a $2,000 housing dis- further questions.
eting, mandated that I police
count and an $8,000 stipend,
Soon after the meeting, and report the activity of all
rather than the $10,000 sti- CAs raised concerns that they of my residents, lied to me
pend as initially stated.
had not received the finan- and other student workers,
Decatur said he believes the cial impact study or the legal refused to pay workers for
presentation accomplished its statement they were prom- all hours worked, and pubgoals. “I think it was help- ised, that many questions licly gaslit organizers?” they
ful to have a chance to clar- were left unanswered, and the wrote.
ify those issues, and I know webinar format of the meetIlan Magnani ’24, another
that the position description ing.
CA, replied, echoing Murinformation that gets put out
Murphy sent an all-student phy’s concerns and calling on
there on Handshake, along email Tuesday afternoon ex- other CAs and student workwith the application, has been pressing their dissatisfaction ers to sign on to the farmers’
updated as well. So between with the meeting. She raised unfair labor practice strike. “I
those, I think the questions concerns that the meeting encourage all student workers
that folks had about the CA was not the open forum CAs who want to support the farm,
job should be answered,” he had been promised, but rath- CAs, and other workplaces
said.
er a presentation. “Questions by joining us on strike in reLimas concurred with De- were selectively answered, sponse to the College’s unfair
catur’s assessment. “We are there was no chat function, labor practices and top-down
confident that all questions and thus two-way participa- decision making,” they wrote.
have been answered that have tion was rendered impossibeen asked regarding the CA ble,” they wrote in the email.
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K-SWOC holds day of action, demands higher wages

3

HANNAH DOURGARIAN
STAFF WRITER

Members of the Kenyon Student
Worker Organizing Committee (KSWOC) held a day of action on Tuesday, and sent a number of emails to the
Kenyon community this week voicing
concerns regarding their hourly pay,
as well as the College’s decision to
eliminate the Farm’s residential program.
K-SWOC has been fighting for
union recognition since August 2020.
On Oct. 29, Region 8 of the National
Labor Relations Board (NLRB) indefinitely postponed a hearing and other
proceedings related to the election petition K-SWOC filed on Oct 18. This
was in response to a motion filed by
Kenyon on Oct. 21 to dismiss or stay
K-SWOC’s petition. While awaiting
official hearing and election dates,
K-SWOC’s efforts have been focused
mainly on raising student wages and
supporting the Farm.
These shop-focused fights began to
come to fruition at the end of the last
semester. Student workers from the
Writing Center requested on Dec. 23
that the Career Development Office
(CDO) review their responsibilities
as writing consultants and the appropriate wage tier for this position. On
Jan. 25, the student workers received
an email back from Writing Center
Director Jeanne Griggs, and Associate
Provost Sheryl Hemkin in which they
communicated that, upon review, it
was determined that their positions
were categorized at the appropriate
level, at Tier 2.
The writing consultants sent an
all-student email on Tuesday that included an annotated version of the response they received from Griggs and
Hemkin, questioning the legitimacy
of their explanations regarding why
their wages will remain at Tier 2. For
example, Griggs and Hemkin wrote
that following the Senate’s recommendation, the CDO will continue to
examine pay tiers, to which the writing consultants provided an editorial
suggestion. “More specificity needed
in order to enhance clarity — what is
meant by ‘examine’ and what is the
purpose of that examination? Vague
word choice bordering on meaningless, consider revising,” they wrote.
Modern Languages and Literatures Apprentice Teachers joined the

Students delievered letters to five different workplaces, including Admissions. | COURTESY OF SALLY SMITH
Writing Center and sent an email on
Wednesday requesting that their wages also be increased from Tier 2 to
Tier 3, and that the Kenyon Language
Program receive higher funding in order to do so. Addressed primarily to
the CDO, these students referenced
the high level of skill that is required
for their positions — specifically, f luency or advanced proficiency in a targeted language — as a reason why they
believe they deserve higher pay.
Gameday and Lowry Center workers also delivered a letter on Tuesday
to Director of Athletics Jill McCartney, Associate Director of Athletics
Justin Newell, Director of Athletic
Communications Martin Fuller and
the CDO also requesting a reevaluation of Kenyon’s tier pay system as it
applies to their work and their compensation for it.
Student workers in Library and Information Services (LBIS), likewise
delivered a letter to Vice President
for LBIS Ron Griggs, Associate Vice
President for LBIS Amy Badertscher
and Dean of Career Development Lee
Schott, demanding all LBIS student

workers have their wages raised to
Tier 3.
Many student workers question
the effectiveness of the tier system as
a whole. “We don’t believe anybody
should be making $9.30 an hour to
start with. But we also don’t think
that the tier system ref lects the work
that people do,” said Zoë Packel ’22,
an LBIS worker.
Among calls for better wages, many
student workers have also been communicating their support for the
Farm and student farmers. Gund Gallery Associates wrote in an email to
the Kenyon community that they are
frustrated by the decision to eliminate
the residential program at the Farm
and also by the fact that student farmers were not included in the decisionmaking process. “The farm wouldn’t
exist without the labor of the farmers who live and work there, and the
community they have built is rooted
in the farmhouse and the residential
program,” the associates wrote.
Student workers in the Office of
Admissions expressed solidarity with
the student farmers as well, citing the

Farm’s relevance as a distinguished
Kenyon experience that appeals to
many prospective students. They also
expressed disappointment that the administration failed to include them in
the decision-making process and noted that although they often describe
Kenyon as “student-run” and “community-driven,” they no longer feel
that these phrases accurately ref lect
Kenyon. “Top-down arbitrary administrative decision making is antithetical to the vision of Kenyon we present, and leave us feeling we are being
asked to deceive the people who will
one day be where we are,” they wrote.
Many student workers from a variety of workplaces plan to go on strike
in solidarity with the Farm. “I signed
the strike authorization because student workers deserve a voice or say in
their workplace conditions,” Wilkins
said. “I’m going on strike as a Bookstore worker and admissions worker
in solidarity with the Farm because I
knew that they would do the same for
us, if such unfair labor practices had
been done against us.”
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Kenyon Alumni Student Collective releases new plan
JOSHUA HERTZ
NEWS ASSISTANT

On Feb. 22, the Kenyon Alumni
Student Collective (KASC), an advocacy group and mutual aid fund
formed to support the efforts of
Black, Indigenous and People of Color (BIPOC) students at Kenyon, announced on Instagram that it is currently speaking with President Sean
Decatur and other administrators
about its three-part plan to increase
support for students.
KASC aims to increase the yearly
budget for the Office of Diversity,
Equity and Inclusion (ODEI). The
group wrote in its announcement
that ODEI’s annual budget of $10,000
is inadequate to fulfill the needs of
students and that financial support

of students has been supplementing
this issue. As of Dec. 28, 2021, with
the help of alumni, KASC has donated a total of $20,000 to Kenyon students since their formation in summer 2020.
KASC also announced that it
is working alongside the Office of
Alumni Engagement to create a way
for alumni to donate directly to students through ODEI’s support fund.
Finally, KASC plans to lower the
costs of course materials for students. To do so, they are encouraging professors to find and utilize free
versions of the texts in their syllabi,
forge greater connections between
professors and library staff and create
a book exchange. The book exchange
program would consist of used books
students donate at the end of their se-

mesters for students in the future to
use.
Angus MacDonell, the general
manager of the Kenyon Bookstore,
was not concerned with the potential loss of revenue the Bookstore
may face if these programs move forward. “The Bookstore supports any
ethical effort that lowers the price
of course materials. A student-run
book exchange or donation program
would be commendable and would
be beneficial to lowering costs for
students,” he said. He also said the
Bookstore has supported similar efforts in the past, like encouraging
faculty to use open educational resources.
KASC has not specified what a
large increase to the ODEI budget
would be or elaborated on the details

of their other proposed programs,
and declined to comment, citing ongoing talks with the College when the
Collegian reached out for clarification. In their announcement, KASC
was optimistic about these talks, saying that Decatur and other administrators have been supportive of their
plan. However, Decatur claimed that
h e hasn’t been involved in these discussions. “I haven’t seen or heard of
this plan,” he said. “Those details are
news to me.”
In their Instagram post, KASC encouraged their followers to stay tuned
for more information about the timeline of this process.

OhioLINK and CONSORT to be unavailable through April
THERESA CARR
STAFF WRITER

In a Feb. 23 email to students and employees, Library and Information Services (LBIS) Director of Collections &
Access Chris Hudson announced that
Kenyon students and staff will not be
able to request physical OhioLINK materials through CONSORT for almost two
months. Hudson advised students and
faculty to complete CONSORT requests
by March 10 for books they would need
between then and the end of April.
OhioLINK is a state-wide service that
grants the libraries of participating institutions throughout Ohio access to the
other participants’ library materials. As
of July 1, 2021, OHIOLink contracted
with delivery service STAT Courier to
facilitate loans. Several Ohio colleges
and universities reported delays as STAT
Courier service began. In August, Oberlin’s Terrell library reported a six-week
backlog. LBIS Associate Director of Access Services Joan Nielson warned the
campus via an email that requested materials would likely be delayed on August
2.
Apparently, inefficiencies persisted.
OhioLINK institutions such as Chalmers Library received an email on Feb. 14
notifying them that the courier service
would change. “After a stringent competitive bid process and making every effort to work through ongoing service issues throughout the past seven months,
the Ohio Department of Administrative Services (DAS), The State Library
of Ohio, and OhioLINK have come to

Library and Information Services recommends students place requests before March 10. | JORDY FEE-PLATT
agreement that it is necessary to change
statewide print delivery service providers,” the email read. LBIS was notified
the following week that the change in
couriers would impose a lending pause
from March 10 to the end of April, after which point they notified the Kenyon
community.
During this pause, Kenyon community members will still have access to re-

sources beyond Kenyon’s collection. According to Hudson, the libraries of the
Five Colleges of Ohio Consortium are
planning to continue loaning materials
to one another. “While details are still
being finalized on the back end, users
should see no change in their experience
for how they request materials via the
green request buttons in CONSORT,”
Hudson wrote in an email to the Col-

legian. As necessary, Chalmers Library
also plans to increase its use of Interlibrary Loans, completed by the USPS and
distinct from the OhioLINK process.
“At this time, we have no reason to
believe that regular OhioLINK lending
services won’t return in May, but we will
be prepared to extend our temporary
Ohio 5 delivery service should it become
necessary,” Hudson wrote.

Club and Adelante.
A volunteer from t he Building,
Grounds, and Sustainabilit y Committee volunteered to give repor ts
from t he committee to Student
Council. The student council bylaws state should occur in t he case
of a vacancy, but t he Student Council executive board decided not to
hold a specia l election, as Student
Council elections begin soon.
In her proposa l for Kenyon’s Sexua l Wellness club, Leener spoke to
t he Council about t he College’s lack
of organizations focused on sexua l
hea lt h and education since t he dis-

bandment of t he Beer and Sex program. In t he proposa l, Leener laid
out her v ision to improve t he sexua l
hea lt h of t he communit y by bringing pleasure-positive sex education
to campus.
Leener emphasized her hopes t hat
t he club w ill become an open and
collaborative space for students to
discuss pleasure-positive sex education and hookup culture on campus.
According to Leener, t he organization w ill bring in spea kers to ta lk
about safe sex practices and hold
oppor tunities for students to openly discuss sex in a positive space.

“I want to just get t he conversation
going on what we can do, because
t here is not a conversation current ly
and t here needs to be,” she said.
The Sexua l Wellness Club received unanimous approva l from
t he Council.

Student Council meets, approves new sexual wellness club
SOPHIE PECK
STAFF WRITER

On Sunday, Feb. 27, Student
Council met to discuss Business
and Finance Committee supplementa l petitions and granted approva l
to t he Kenyon Sexua l Wellness Club
led by Jesse Leener ’23. The Council
a lso prov ided updates on its elections for t he upcoming year, as well
as t he appointment of a new buildings, grounds and sustainabilit y
volunteer.
In addition, t he Council voted
to f und in f ull t he expenditures for
organizations such as t he Outdoors
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A look into the responsibilities of Kenyon farmer Lynn Butzlaff ’22

MADELEINE MAGILL
STAFF WRITER

Lynn Butzlaff ’22 is handling more
than just a busy course load before
spring break. As one of the College’s
six residential farmers, she is striking with the Kenyon Student Worker
Organizing Committee (K-SWOC) in
response to President Decatur’s announcement in January that the College would terminate the decade-old
residential farming program next fall.
The disbandment of the residential program, which threatens the jobs
and pay of the student farmers, comes
at a time when student workers are
increasingly expressing their dismay
with student employment conditions
at Kenyon. On the Kenyon Farm FAQs
webpage, the College justifies the removal of the student residence at the
farmhouse with an accessibility- and
education-based explanation about
expanding learning opportunities for
more students.
To Butzlaff, the call to eliminate
the program is especially surprising
due to Kenyon’s emphasis on experiential learning in higher education. She
explained that farming has provided
her with a uniquely cultivated skill set
that she likely would not have acquired
without the hands-on responsibility
that living on the Farm has demanded of her. “I learned more on the Farm
than I did in the classroom,” she said.
“It’s students teaching students, which
is what’s so special about it.”
For half of a year, Butzlaff engaged
in the challenging process of building
a filtration system for the Farm’s duck
pond with Chloe Shane ’22, one of her
housemates, entirely from scratch.
Without the experience of actually
living on the Farm, Butzlaff said, she

would not have felt the type of personal responsibility and drive needed to
accomplish such a feat.
One of the most relevant parts of
living on the Farm, Butzlaff described,
is the manner in which the residential
farmers have to quickly handle unforeseen circumstances. One time, for instance, Butzlaff and her housemates
scrambled to bring barley inside before a rainstorm. “There was an incident over the summer where we had
just harvested a bunch of barley and
we wanted to keep the straw for it, but
there was a giant rain cloud coming so
we all had to really scramble — and
this was outside of work hours — to
get all that straw into the barn to make
sure it wouldn’t get wet,” she said. “It’s
just things that happen naturally on
the Farm that you need to be there for.”
Other spontaneous disasters also
need to be handled frequently by the
farmers. According to Butzlaff, sometimes, the Farm’s goats get stuck in
the fences when they can’t pull their
horns out on their own. During these
instances, the farmers have to step in
and rescue them. “Farming doesn’t end
when you clock out. It’s a 24-hour job,”
Butzlaff said. “That’s how you learn
to manage your time and how you become connected to the land, because
you are given so much responsibility.”
In addition to Kenyon’s emphasis
on experiential learning, the College
also frequently used the program as a
selling point for Kenyon to prospective students — and for good reason,
according to Butzlaff. “People know
that it’s a special thing and it’s very
unique,” she said, “and they come here
for that.”
Karina Morey ’25 and Will Bryant
’25 are just two of the many students
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Senior Class Total:

34

COURTESY OF MADELEINE MAGILL
Butzlaff described. Morey and Bryant
both enjoy volunteering at the Farm
and explained that the residential program stood out to them in their respective college search processes. “When I
was researching Kenyon, the Farm was
something that I hadn’t seen or heard
about at other schools,” Morey said.
“So this seemed like a really unique
outlet that Kenyon gave to students to
pursue something that they love that’s
outside of an academic or more common extracurricular space.” Bryant
agreed, and added, “One of my favorite parts about volunteering is working
with the residential farmers because
they bring a great sense of community
to the Farm.”
Currently, Butzlaff and the other
farmers are working on the long-term
project of turning the Farm into an
ecosystem. “We would like to integrate
our animals with our plants and have a

Junior Class Total:

whole cycle where everything is working together,” she said. “We want to
regenerate the soil and recover crops.
And we have our chickens in the high
tunnel right now to fertilize and till
that in.”
In order to accomplish this task,
Butzlaff feels strongly about the importance of bringing together a community of people who care deeply
about the success of the Farm and its
creatures. To be able to function best
within the ecosystem, she said, there
must be passionate people living in the
student residence at the Farm. “You
can’t really have a sustainable relationship to the land and the ecosystem we
want to build without also having a really strong community of people supporting people and innovating and being really creative together,” she said.

Sophomore Class Total:

First-Year Class Total:

30

22

Joe Hindle ’24

Mia Huerta ’25

New York and Maine

California and Hawaii

California and Ohio

26

Rory Rubin ’23

Answer

George Rukan ’22

What are the only two states in the
U.S. that have achieved a “no-kill”
status at its animal shelters?

New Hampshire and
Delaware

Vermont and New
Hampshire

What is Ohio’s state bird?

Cardinal

Cardinal

Cardinal

The Buckeye Bird

Cardinal

What Kenyon actor starred in the
Pixar movie “Cars”?

Paul Newman

Paul Newman

Paul Newman

Paul Newman

Owen Wilson

Which of the following acts have Mather
residents not been accused of this
B) A Campus Safety golf
semester?
cart being stolen
A) Fire extinguishers being emptied and
discarded outside
B) A Campus Safety golf cart being
stolen
C) Feces being smeared on walls
Weekly Scores

A) Fire extinguishers
being emptied and
discarded outside

C) Feces being smeared on
walls

3

2

A) Fire extinguishers
being emptied and
discarded outside

1

B) A Campus Safety golf
cart being stolen

2
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Several student groups sold various pieces of merchandise to raise money in support of the Farm. | COURTESY OF EMMA KANG

Horn Gallery hosts mutual aid concert for Kenyon Farm
CECILIA OSHINS
ARTS EDITOR

On Saturday night, South campus was buzzing with the sounds of
student bands gathered at the Horn
Gallery, all for the purpose of showing support for the residential farmers. From 6 p.m. until after 10, waves
of students wandered in and out of
the Horn to listen to live music and
to stand in solidarity with members
of Kenyon Farm’s residential program, who were recently informed
it is being discontinued.
Throughout the night, the Horn
grew more and more crowded as
eight different student acts performed. Each act was so much fun
to watch; most played crowd-favorite covers that lifted the energy of
the room. There was a rendition of
“Country Roads” played on banjo
which had the audience excited,
and later on in the night, the music grew louder as the show evolved
into more of a party. Around 9:30
p.m., Benny Enzo went on stage
to close out the night in front of a
tightly packed crowd. They had a
great set, which had everyone singing with them. They played “Best
Friend” by Rex Orange County,

“Sunday Morning” by Maroon 5,
“Mr. Brightside” by the Killers and
a few other well-known songs that
had the audience excited. The popular set list and lead singer MJ Farrell’s ’24 style made Benny Enzo one
of the highlights from the night.
Another crowd favorite was
Extra Butter, a student band that
played second to last. They played
an exceptional cover of “Harness
your Hopes” by Pavement, which
was another that had people dancing. Drummer Benjamin Brumley
’22 particularly shined, giving the
whole set a distinct rhythm.
The turnout was overwhelming,
showing how much the Farm residential program meant to students.
The energy of the evening was vibrant; almost everyone was dancing
in close proximity or gathered outside with friends.
Between musical acts, the Kenyon farmers came out to speak to
the crowd. “We’re going on strike,
and you should all go on strike
with us too,” Jack Cheston ’22 said
to cheers from the crowd. “If you’re
not a worker at Kenyon, you can donate to our strike fund.” They stood
in front of a poster saying “This is
clucked up,” a blunt yet effective

Extra Butter was a student band that performed. | COURTESY OF EMMA KANG
way they expressed their disdain for
the way they have been treated.
One of the main goals of the
night, in addition to simply advocating for students to actively support the Farm, was to raise money
for the strike fund. In the basement
of the Horn, bands sold merchandise, groups such as WKCO’s Eggvice raised money for K-SWOC and

vendors set up stands. A number of
T-shirts were sold with the printed message “save the Farm,” and
there was even a stand selling soap
molded into the shape of goats. All
three organizations involved — KSWOC, the Horn Gallery and Farm
— collaborated on this effort. By the
end of the night, the groups raised
over $1,200 for the K-SWOC strike

fund.
Overall, this entire event demonstrated to the College that the
student farmers have cultivated
widespread support from other students, alumni and the broader community. It was also a fun opportunity to showcase different student
musicians and bands, since so many
groups were able to play.

Kenyon College Players presents Two Birds and a Bag of Bones
CECILIA OSHINS
ARTS EDITOR

This past weekend, the Kenyon
College Players (KCP) put on an
original play by Alexandra Bianco
’23 titled Two Birds and a Bag of
Bones. The play was a one-act show
lasting roughly 45 minutes but, despite its brevity, was a huge success.
The two leads, Wigberta and Lucinda, were played by Raya Kenney
’25 and Grace McManus ’22, respectively. The play is set in the UK,
and takes place in the apartment of
two young women, on the day of
Wigberta’s 30th birthday. While the

show primarily relies on absurd humor to carry the plotlines, the main
premise is that Lucinda has brought
a delusional old man to their home
in hopes that they can swindle him
out of his money. Chaos ensues, introducing characters such as oblivious policemen who wield water pistols.
Both actresses did a comical job
of mimicking stereotypical “Chav”
culture (British slang for a young
person with connotations of low social status) with exaggerated accents,
punctuating each sentence with “innit” or “babes” and sporting dresses
and smudged makeup to appear as if

they had just returned from a night
out clubbing.
The entire show was clearly fun
for both the actors and the audience,
whose energy was lively. Because the
production was in the small Harlene
Marley Black Box Theater, the setting was extremely intimate with a
tightly packed full house in front of a
restricted stage. The set reflected the
sort of humor that the play conveyed,
with random cleaning products and
food containers set out, and a window made from a piece of paper
taped to the wall.
A note from Bianco included in
the program explained where her

inspiration came from: She was assigned to write a scene about people
she disliked for a playwriting class,
and chose the women on Love Island. They are, like most reality television stars, stereotyped as one-dimensional and shallow. “Upon first
glance, they appear materialistic, hyper-obsessed with their bodies and
appearance, and incredibly selfish.
However, as I stretched my 5-page
scene into a one-act play, I found that
there was much more stewing below
the surface,” Bianco wrote.
Bianco successfully used humor
to explore the lives of seemingly
shallow individuals to unravel how

friendships are formed and maintained, which made the play fun to
watch and also allowed it to unpack
certain stereotypes associated with
lower-income homes.
Overall, the show was a big success. It is particularly impressive that
KCP was able to put on a production
right after the COVID-19 wave that
had many students ill or identified as
a close contact. Thankfully, however,
the campus is back to being able to
support creative endeavors like Two
Birds and a Bag of Bones, which every actor and crew member worked
extremely hard on.
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These, in France				
Broadway (and crossword) superstar Hagen
Call for a do-over			
Source of some resins		
Dock site				
Singer Frankie				
Cream of the crop			
Little one				
Tools for duels				
Dazed and confused			
Baseball advice, “_____ where they ain’t”
Made a hoard				
Took the worm				
Ending for final or colour			
Audi sports cars				
Boxer’s initials?				
Hawaiian souvenir			
“___ longa, vita brevis”			
Suffix of saccharides			
“All Things Considered” network		
PBS segment?				
Link letters?				
What you might be in France?		
Common Kenyon major: Abbr.		
Long keystroke				
Deli order				
Consumes too much, in short
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Poetic contraction			
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Brown with a pan?			
Prevaricator’s penchant			
Eagle Joe				
Twinkletoed				
Meet expectations?			
Capone and Pacino			
Food writer Drummond		
“I tawt I taw a puddy ___”		
This, in Thiers				
Cloak-and-dagger org.			
Soak, in Yorkshire			
Columbus-to-Pittsburgh dir.		

Across
1
16
17
18
19
20
27
28
29
37

Build character, in the Aristotelian way
Pangloss, e.g.			
East Germany and such		
Some are electric			
Shaq’s sneakers, widthwise		
“Nuts!”					
Miles in “Psycho”				
Catch sight of				
Causes for some conflicts			
Manchester United star			

38
46
47
48
52
55
56
57
64
65

Op. 27, No. 2				
Three-ply snack				
Boo-boo, say				
Old West lawman		
Songbird				
Sort of mackerel?				
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Avoid making the same mistake twice
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We stand with
Ukrainian and Russian
students
Last Thursday, Vladimir Putin ordered Russian troops to launch
a large-scale invasion of Ukraine after years of conf lict surrounding
Ukraine’s relationship with the European Union and the North Atlantic Treaty Organization (NATO). Reports are calling this the largest
conventional warfare operation in Europe since World War II. This is a
deeply traumatic event — one that many of us may have difficulty fully
wrapping our heads around.
Though words at this time feel meaningless, we wholeheartedly
stand with Ukraine, and extend our deepest sympathies to both Ukrainian and Russian students at Kenyon. The Kenyon community should
treat these students with care, regardless of their nationality. Common
jokes to Ukrainian students, such as claiming this will be World War
III, are incredibly insensitive, and blaming Russian students for the
cold-blooded actions of Putin is equally so. Remember that words have
impact.
Like many global crises, it is difficult to feel as if we, as individuals,
can have any inf luence on the current situation. Though we may often
feel helpless, it is important to understand that we have a duty in our
tiny community, and that duty is unification in times of crisis. We have
no idea what others are going through.
Aside from this emotional duty, we also hope that the Kenyon community will not remain apathetic and act on their privilege, donating
to various resources such as the Ukrainian army.
It is equally important to read about the latest events in the crisis
to acknowledge the suffering of the Ukrainian people, and we urge the
community to both support one another and remain informed. Social
media sites are circulating with misinformation, so one of the best local and reliable sources at the time is the Kyiv Independent, which
includes all of the latest information directly from Ukraine’s capital.
Still, we also feel as though it is our duty as journalists to convey the
imperfections of journalism both nationally and globally and call attention to racist exceptionalist media bias, as it’s clear that the reason
this crisis is receiving such heightened attention is because of its close
ties to Europe. Many African and Indian international students in
Ukraine have reported experiencing racist treatment while attempting
to f lee the country, segregated from native Ukranians and left stranded
at the border. We should be extending the same amount of concern for
citizens of Ukraine to all of those across the globe who are affected by
the violence of imperialism, war and humanitarian crises.
Living in a Kenyon bubble, it can sometimes be hard to grasp what is
happening around the world. We feel such a distance from everything
and everybody, with many of us far from the place we grew up. But it is
important to remember that Kenyon is a microcosm of nationwide and
global issues. Just because something is not directly affecting your life,
does not mean that your friends and community members at Kenyon
feel similarly.
So instead of taking to Yik Yak or Twitter to joke about being signed
up for the draft, maybe consider the fact that your classmates’ family members are experiencing that very real fear. Show compassion towards community members — it is the least we can do.

The staff editorial is written weekly by editors-in-chief Jordy Fee-Platt
’22 and Linnea Mumma ’22, managing editor Amanda Pyne ’22 and executive director Joe Wint ’22. You can contact them at feeplatt1@kenyon.
edu, mumma1@kenyon.edu, pyne1@kenyon.edu and wint1@kenyon.edu,
respectively.
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From a Kenyon athlete: a love
letter to the Ladies

KELLYN CALDWELL
CONTRIBUTOR

To lose a female mascot that is so unique to Kenyon would be a shame for
women’s athletics and would unfortunately not solve the issues being raised.
Like so many athletes, I’ve always competed for schools represented by
male monikers and the women’s teams would alter them: Lady Yellow Jackets, Lady Buckeyes, the Yeowomen. But at Kenyon, for the first and only
time in my life, I was on a team where the institution recognized a woman
as my team’s moniker.
I feel a deep connection to this moniker because of its uniqueness. No
other school compares because there is no single image representing a Lady.
Kenyon does not have gimmicky, knick-knack figurines at the Bookstore.
There are no caricatures running around on the sidelines or creepy images
of animals with human-like qualities. The ambiguity allows each athlete’s
imagination to conjure their own ref lection while maintaining the qualities
that unify us: toughness, diversity, intelligence and teamwork.
So to say that a Kenyon Lady is not fierce is an insult to past, current and
future Ladies. Kenyon Ladies are the toughest people I know. To say that
a Lady is outdated suggests that Kenyon’s collective idea of a Lady did not
evolve beyond an archaic interpretation that we never identified with in the
first place. We are not feudal figures, but rather the descendants of a long
line of groundbreaking women who made it possible for us to break barriers
and achieve new heights.
I am who I am today because I am the daughter of one of those women.
My mother was a member of the first team of Ladies to win an NCAA championship (Kris Caldwell ’84, Swimming). She helped transform women’s
athletics so that current women’s teams could be included, recognized and
supported as strong female athletes — and she did it as a Lady. To remove
that name is to take away the meaning of their fight and their standards of
being fierce, modern and forward-thinking women. To misunderstand that
truth is not the fault of the moniker, but rather of the person who does not
know what it means to be a Lady.
For that reason, it is incredibly important to continue to engage in these
conversations around culture, inclusivity and identity. The opportunity to
learn from each other through intellectual discourse is one reason why I
love Kenyon.
My concern is that if Kenyon’s Athletic Department and the NCAA will
continue to differentiate women’s sports and men’s sports on webpages, in
news stories, and in our competitions, then the gendered labeling of teams
continues. It is no different than using the Lords and Ladies, so a change of
the moniker would negatively impact everyone who does identify as such.
Instead, we should bolster our efforts to make sure individuals do not feel
excluded because of that. What we do on a daily basis to keep inclusion central to our relationships with teammates, coaches, alumni and professors, is
far more impactful than a moniker switch. Let our conversations broaden
the definition of Lords and Ladies to include more meaning, people, and
tradition. If choosing an additional moniker for transgender and genderf luid students to identify with is a solution, then let’s embrace that. We all
put value in our gender identity, so whatever the solution is, let’s make sure
we are adding to what is already so special to Kenyon, not taking away.
I truly believe in Kenyon’s efforts to make our school a more conscientious and inclusive campus, but a moniker change will not resolve the issues
or positively enhance the conversation. Instead, it will erase what I, and so
many others, are proud to be: Kenyon Ladies.
Kellyn Caldwell ’12
Kenyon Swimmer 2008-2012

The opinions page is a space for members of the community to discuss
issues relevant to the campus and the world at large. The opinions expressed
on this page belong only to the writers. Columns and letters to the editors do
not reflect the opinions of the Collegian staff. All members of the community
are welcome to express opinions through a letter to the editor.
The Kenyon Collegian reserves the right to edit all letters submitted
for length and clarity. The Collegian cannot accept anonymous or
pseudonymous letters. Letters must be signed by individuals, not
organizations, and must be 200 words or fewer. Letters must also be
received no later than the Tuesday prior to publication. The Kenyon Collegian
prints as many letters as possible each week subject to space, interest and
appropriateness. Members of the editorial board reserve the right to reject
any submission. The views expressed in the paper do not necessarily reflect
the views of Kenyon College.
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An open letter to Joe Lipscomb: Let K-SWOC hold an election

Dear Mr. Lipscomb of the
Board of Trustees,
We write to you as a group of
Kenyon alumni who care deeply
for the College and who are, therefore, deeply concerned by the administration’s recent dismissal of
student workers’ attempts to assert
their rights. We believe that this
dismissal represents an existential
threat to the College’s future, and
it is because of that concern that
we would like the opportunity to
speak with you.
As a founder of Arborview
Capital, and a board member of
multiple
sustainability-focused
organizations like Envocore and
the Nature Conservancy, we
know how serious you are about
building institutions that last. We
would ask you to apply this same
sustainability ethos to the college
you attended and on whose board
you now sit.
This kind of long-term thinking is absolutely necessary at a time
when national college enrollment
trends are declining at unprecedented rates. As the pool of potential college applicants continues to
shrink, Kenyon must brace itself
for increased competition by renewing its commitment to the values which saw this college through
some of its darkest days.
The effort of student workers
to organize a union through the
Kenyon Student Worker Organizing Committee is an olive branch,
seeking to repair the deeply fractured relationship between the
administration and the students.
Their movement should be understood as a commitment to the College’s betterment, and to the belief
that Kenyon can lead and distinguish itself from peer institutions
as an ethical academic haven. Kenyon must renew its goodwill with
young alumni as the first college
or university in the United States
to have a recognized wall-to-wall
union of undergraduate student
workers learning and laboring on
its campus.
One of the reasons we feel the
need to bring these concerns to
your attention is because Kenyon

currently relies on the generosity of
a handful of ultra-wealthy donors
to expand its campus and grow
its endowment. This is a recipe for
short-term survival, not long-term
success. Kenyon has often struggled to keep up financially with
peer institutions, but what has always seen us through is the sense
of shared stewardship our alumni
feel, and our willingness to continue this ethos post-graduation
through our involvement and donations. Denying hundreds of students the right to vote in a union
election will lead to a future in
which Kenyon alumni do not feel
this same sense of shared stewardship, and will not be motivated to
support the College.
In past eras of financial hardship and societal advancement,
Kenyon has survived by embracing
moral imperatives, not shying away
from them. From the late 1960s
to the 1980s, Kenyon affirmed its
commitment to becoming a coeducational campus, doubling its
possible pool of enrollment and
bringing our college into the 20th
century. In the mid-1990s, Kenyon
led the farm-to-college movement
that brought local food into the
dining hall, beginning our robust
commitment to our rural place —
a commitment seen in the Kokosing Nature Preserve, the Brown
Family Environmental Center, the
Kenyon Land Trust and, until recently, the residential program at
the Kenyon Farm.
In 2004, we seized on our reputation as a beacon of civic engagement and ushered in a new generation of Kenyon students deeply
committed to this country’s democracy. To survive the crises of
higher education that face Kenyon and every institution like it, it
is once again imperative that we
meet the moral demands of our
moment. Right now, that moral
demand is to recognize the right of
student workers to vote in a union
election, the same rights that any
other worker holds in this country.
This administration’s stance
against the rights of student workers is especially concerning in light

of Kenyon’s recent financial decisions. As Peter Dickson ’69 recently wrote in a letter to the Collegian,
Kenyon may well be investing almost a billion dollars — double its
endowment — on debt repayment
and new construction projects over
the next several years. According
to the Integrated Postsecondary
Data System, nearly 15% of Kenyon’s staff is employed in “Business
and Financial Operations,” compared to less than 5% at Oberlin,
Grinnell and Dartmouth. Next
year, Kenyon’s cost of attendance
will surpass $80,000, securing our
place as one of the most expensive
colleges in the country.
All of this, combined with the
College’s decision to retain expensive anti-union legal counsel to
deny labor rights to its students,
sends a message to current students, prospective students and
alumni alike that this College has
forgotten its obligation to those it
is supposed to serve. These decisions, whatever the reasoning behind them, will ultimately alienate
the very generation of Kenyon students and alumni that the College
will have to rely on to see the end of
this century.
We love Kenyon, and know that
you do too. But the College’s recent treatment of student workers
is a threat to the institution that we
hold so dear. We are calling on you
and your fellow trustees to look at
Kenyon’s history, and realize there
is no way for us to survive without
repairing the damage done to our
community. Student workers at
Kenyon have demonstrated their
desire to vote in a union election
— the College’s arguments that
student work is inconsequential to
Kenyon’s operations has not satisfied them, and it certainly has not
satisfied us.
As alumni who wish to see Kenyon survive and thrive, we ask
you to sit down with K-SWOC and
negotiate terms for an election. Accept their olive branch, and save
our community.
Sincerely,
Rev Michael Vanacore ’09, Ke-

nyon is the place where I began to
shape my core spiritual and ethical values; those values remain my
guiding principles to this day.
Daniel Napsha ’21, The sense
of community felt stronger at Kenyon than any other place that I
have lived. I will always look back
fondly on the relationships that I
made there and how it cultivated
an enduring connection to its rural place.
Shannon Paige ’20, I miss those
Kenyon classes that would spill
past the hour and continue all the
way to Wiggins.
Liz Caringola ’09, whose Kenyon roommate of four years is still
her best friend.
Nora Boles ’20, whose time,
skills and connections as a student
worker at Kenyon inspired her to
pursue a career in public service
and education.
Alli Beard ’20, whose outlook
on life has been shaped by the values, memories and skills gained
from her time at Kenyon.
Noah Griffith-Rosenberger ’21,
who just last week urgently reached
out to current students about a new
run of Horn Gallery T-Shirts being
printed.
Joseph Mallin ’05, a grateful
learner who owes a lot to Kenyon
and even more to the unions that
brought stability to my family for
the past three generations.
Andrew Irvin ’08, who would
like some evidence from the Kenyon administration that they don’t
all live cloistered away on the Hill,
oblivious to the broader societal
demands of higher education for
its students and graduates.
Sigal Felber ’21, who knows
she never wants to work in a nonunionized workforce again.
Tracey Hutchings-Goetz ’11,
whose experiences at Kenyon
helped shape my decision to help
build a community organization
in Indiana to empower working
families.
Sarah W. Young, ’95, who
found a community at Kenyon that
still enriches my life and helped
shape me into the activist I am.
Gabriel Bellott-McGrath ’18,

who went to Kenyon because it felt
like a unique place where people
looked out for one another.
Katherine Franco ’21, who remains heartened and inspired by
the commitment of student workers to one another and the future of
Kenyon College.
David Han ’21, who believes
that student workers gaining recognition for the contributions they
make to the Kenyon community is
central to the process of becoming
independent, mature participants
in the world they will graduate
into.
Liz Beckman ’10, who recently
had a long conversation about library science degrees, libraries and
archives with a Class of ’19 Kenyon
grad thanks to our mutual faculty
advisor.
Anna Deryck ’20, whose time
working for the Kenyon Farm
shaped her, both personally and
professionally.
Heather Pacheco ’18, who
wants an alma mater she feels
proud of and wants to make Kenyon a better place for all of those
who come after her.
Noah Breton Seferian ’00, as a
former student worker I can’t exaggerate how disappointing and
crushing it is to see my alma mater
hire a law firm to attack students.
Kindra Fontes-May ’14, who
became a union organizer because
of her education at Kenyon.
Courtney Felle ’21, who talked
with hundreds of prospective students as an Admissions student
worker and who wants those students to experience the caring
Kenyon community they were
promised, not the unforgiving, exploitative environment that Kenyon is increasingly becoming.
Meg Thornbury ’16, who
worked as a CA and has since realized how horribly classist Kenyon
is and how the College needs to do
better to ensure all students have
an equally good experience at Kenyon in order to build a sustainable
alumni base.
Katherine King ’17, whose Kenyon professors taught her to critically analyze anti-union rhetoric.

Letter to the Editor: The new moniker should be the Crows
My email account informs
me that Kenyon is planning to
change its mascot. I suspect
most alumni will look at this
idea with disdain. I bet most
current students think it’s an
idea long overdue. Regardless of where you stand, let me
simply say: As a lifelong fan of
Washington’s NFL team, I can
vouch for a) how problematic
it is to root for a team with an
offensive mascot, and b) how
disappointing it is when that
awful mascot is changed to
something that is magically
stupid.
As I prepare for my 25th reunion (!) let me simply spell it
out — if a school almost 200
years old wants to change
what represents it, it had bet-

ter consider the options carefully. It occurs to me it’s a
good idea if that mascot:
1. Doesn’t have a gender or
represent a person or group of
people. Remember, “mascot”
in English is derived from the
French word for “pet.”
2. Does a pretty good job
of promoting features of the
school it represents. You
wouldn’t call Kenyon teams
the Boilermakers; the College
doesn’t have an engineering
school.
3. Has a name that rolls off
the tongue, especially with
the other words of the College. This goes back to “promotional” considerations. You
want someone on a TV broadcast — or in a newspaper — to

be able to say the College and
its mascot in a quick way that’s
instantly recognizable.
So my pitch is this: What if
Kenyon’s mascot became the
Kenyon College Crows?
It meets these three requirements: It is an animal, one
that is potentially fearsome,
often mysterious and also literary. It harkens back to the
first building most students
see when they go through the
Gates of Hell — Ransom Hall
— another literary tip of the
hat. There are crows designed
by a Kenyonite sculpted on
top of that hall. And there’s a
rhythm to the three words —
the Duke Blue Devils, the Carolina Tar Heels, the Kenyon
College Crows.

That mascot would also fit
well with the College’s colors; a crow’s plumage in sunlight does throw off a purple
shine (think of how the Baltimore Ravens use their color
scheme).
It’s also an easy mascot to
create for a physical appearance at a game (if the College
ever decides to go that route),
and you’d only have to make
one version — the Crow could
go to any game and represent
any team. If, that is, the College decided to create a physical mascot (and coax a student into a sweaty suit where
you almost can’t see anything,
have to dance at some point
and will likely be hazed).
We would also easily be

able to add this chestnut to
the sportswriting vernacular
— “Denison University had to
eat a healthy dollop of Crow
Tuesday as they fell to Kenyon
42-0.” Look, as an optimist
I can dream; I hope Earlham
will eat Crow one day too. And
Oberlin too… cryolite aluminum extraction be damned!
I have no clue if the administration has made a decision already. I have no idea if
this is going to go to a student
vote. I do think that if you’re
appealing to the three bears
of Goldilocks fame, this could
be a middle bowl of porridge
— a mascot that could be just
right.
Sincerely,
Billy Shields ’97
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Lords continue undefeated start, Longway impresses
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On Saturday, the Kenyon men’s lacrosse team traveled to Columbus to
face the Capital University Comets. A
fast start and a timely streak of goals
in the third quarter helped to propel
the Lords over the home team. On
Wednesday, the Lords then defeated
Otterbein University 13-5.
The Lords wasted no time asserting
themselves against the Comets on Saturday. Cameron Longway ’25 scored
twice within a minute, which set the
tone for the first quarter. Kenyon added two more goals to take a 4-0 lead
at the quarter break. The score stayed
that way for the remainder of the first
half. Mayo Amorello ’22 was a wall in
net, making 6 saves in the first half.
The second half was more of the
same for Kenyon. Longway scored
less than two minutes into the third
quarter. Ian Gobron ’22, who dominated the faceoffs, won the ensuing
draw and quickly turned to attack.
He found Joe Bolea ’22, who put the
ball in the back of the net to put the
Lords up by 6. However, over the next
four minutes, the Comets scored four
straight goals. With five minutes left
in the third, Will Harrigan ’22 scored
to stop the Comets’ run.
Kenyon began the fourth quarter by scoring two goals in the first
five minutes. Up 9-4, the Lords were
poised to run out the clock and head
back home with a win. However, the
Comets started to make another run,
cutting the Lords lead to three with
just under eight minutes remaining. The Lords buckled down on defense again, not allowing another goal
for the next five minutes. The Comets scored at the two-minute mark to
tighten the game. But Kenyon did not

After starting 3-0, the Lords will face No. 9 Franklin and Marshall on the road. | SEJIN KIM/ SID/NCAA
allow another goal, and held on 9-7.
Amorello appreciated the Lords’
goals. “I’m extremely proud of how
[we] responded to giving up a few
goals, d-mids and close defense played
awesome,” he said. The Lords’ win was
a collective effort. “I am really proud
of the way our whole team played,”
Gobron said. “I think the game went
well. It was great to get a tough-earned
win in our first game on the road!”
Even so, Gobron also expressed
the need to maintain the same energy throughout the game. Longway
agreed and stated that winning by two
against Capital shows the Lords that

no team can be taken for granted. “We
still have a lot to work on and I believe
we have not reached our full potential
on the offensive side of the ball,” he
said.
On Wednesday, the Lords returned
home to play the Otterbein Cardinals.
Longway recorded another hat trick.
Declan Curry ’22 also scored three
goals in the game. While the game
remained close for the first part of
the opening quarter, the Lords soon
cruised to victory. Rowan Goldin ’24
scored with 10 minutes into the contest to give the Lords a 4-2 lead, and
by the end of the second quarter, the

Lords led 7-3.
Amorello took charge in net, leading the defense to a dominant performance and holding the Cardinals to
only five goals in the game. He picked
up his third win of the season, as Kenyon now holds a 3-0 record.
After their win against Otterbein,
the Lords will face a tough test against
the No. 9-ranked Franklin and Marshall College next Wednesday before
continuing on the road to face Centre
College in Danville, Ky. Kenyon will
next play at home on March 16 against
Adrian College (Mich).

Zavaleta shines at NCAA Regional Championships
CALEB NEWMAN
SPORTS EDITOR

The Lords competed in the NCAA
Regional Diving Championships in
Grand Rapids, Mich. on Friday and
Saturday. On Tuesday, the NCAA announced the divers who qualified for
the one-meter and three-meter dives.
Mason Fishell ’23, Drew Albrecht ’23
and Israel Zavaleta ’24 participated
in the diving events. The three divers will join 14 other Lords swimmers
in Indianapolis at the Swimming and
Diving Championships. While no Ladies divers are going, 15 swimmers
are attending.
Israel Zavaleta ’24 finished first
in both the three-meter and the onemeter dives to claim the regional title.
Fishell and Albrecht did well in their
events, with Fishell placing seventh in
the three-meter, and Albrecht finishing eighth. Both Fishell and Albrecht
finished outside the top 10 in the onemeter event.
This was Zavaleta’s first ever appearance in the NCAA Regional
Championships, so the moment was
particularly memorable for him. “I’m
proud of my teammates and their efforts,” he said. For the NCAA Cham-

Israel Zavaleta ’24 qualified for the NCAA Swimming and Diving Championships. | COURTESY OF LEVI REX
pionship, Zavaleta hopes to improve
his rhythm on the board and the finish for his dives.
Zavaleta will be leading the dive
team, as he finished first in both
events at the meet. The Lords will feature multiple swimmers seeded in the

top ten, with David Fitch ’22, Bryan
Fitzgerald ’23 and Yurii Kosian ’23 all
holding the number one seed in their
respective races. Crile Hart ’22 has
multiple events where she is seeded
first. The Ladies also have multiple
swimmers who are starting the race

in the top 10. Kenyon swimming and
diving will have a chance to capture
their first national championship, for
either the Lords or Ladies, since 2015
on March 16-19 in Indianapolis.
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Lords dominate at Kalamazoo, Ladies fall short at home
HENRY BUCHAN
STAFF WRITER

Lords
In their only matchup this
week, the Lords faced off against
Kalamazoo College (Mich.), looking to get back on track after last
week’s close loss against University of Mary Washington (Va.). Kenyon was able to sweep both their
singles and doubles contests, winning in dominant fashion (9-0).
In the sole Sunday evening
match this season, Rishil Kondapaneni ’25 and Eric Zhang ’25
started things off with an 8-2 victory in the No. 3 doubles match.
In the No. 1 doubles match, Luis
Andres Platas ’23 teamed with
Thomas Kallarakal ’23, and managed to pull out a close win 8-6.
Kondapaneni went on to win the
singles match at the No. 2 spot 6-2,
6-2. At No. 1 singles, Platas defeated Kalamazoo’s Ian Yi 6-4, 6-2.
Later, Kallarakal was able to
clinch the team win for the Lords
in the third singles spot as he defeated Gabe Vinidas 6-3, 6-2. In
the other singles matches, Zhang
won a battle of attrition against
Kalamazoo’s Peter Fitzgerald, 6-4,
4-6, 10-8. Rakkan Audeh ’25 won
in the fifth spot 6-4, 6-2, and Henry Wessel ’22 won 6-0, 6-0.
With the win, Kenyon has improved to 3-2 on the season. The
Lords’ next match will be against
Carnegie Mellon University (Pa.)

on March 8.
Ladies
This week, the Ladies faced
Southwestern University (Texas),
looking to rebound from a loss
to Case Western Reserve University. Ultimately, the Ladies fell to
Southwestern by a score of 5-2.
In the No. 1 doubles match,
Kenyon’s Daria Beshentseva ’22
and Eleni Dakos ’24 started things
off by winning 8-4 against Nina
Mitrofanova and Lydia Lee. Unfortunately, the Ladies fell in the
other two doubles contests. Natalie Connelly ’25 and Erika Pontillo
’23 fell in the No. 2 doubles match,
8-2. In the No. 3 doubles match,
Southwestern defeated Anna
Winslow ’22 and Lalasa Nagireddy ’25 8-5.
In the No. 1 singles match,
Beshentseva defeated Mitrofanova
by a score of 6-2, 6-4. In the other
matches, Southwestern managed
to pull out close three-set wins. In
the No. 3 singles match, Nagireddy fell 3-6, 7-5, 3-6. At No. 4 singles, Winslow fell to Sydney Wahl
1-6, 6-3, 0-6. The Pirates clinched
the win, as Dakos fell to Taylor
Despriet in a grueling match, 4-6,
7-6 (7-1), 3-6.
The Ladies will return to the
court for the ITA Indoor Championship March 4-6 at the Top Seed
Tennis Club in Nicholasville, Ky.

Rishil Kondapaneni ’25 won both his matches this weekend. | SEJIN KIM/ SID/NCAA

Ladies upset John
Carroll University 9-8
MAGGIE FOIGHT
STAFF WRITER

Last weekend, the Kenyon
Ladies’ lacrosse team competed against John Carroll
University (JCU) in Westerville, Ohio. Kenyon fought
hard for a 9-8 win, improving
their season record to 2-0 and
marking a strong start for the
Ladies. This win was an impressive one for the Ladies
as, last year, the John Carroll
Blue Streaks were 17-2.
Caroline O’Neil ’23 helped
the Ladies build an early 3-0
lead, registering the first
three of Kenyon’s 10 first-half
shots and scoring on each
one. Meanwhile, JCU scored
its first goal from a free position after a Kenyon foul
within the eight-meter arc.
In the second quarter, the
Blue Streaks pulled within
one point, but Ella Murphy
’23 quickly scored for Kenyon
and restored the Ladies’ twogoal cushion (4-2).
Goalie Delaney Gallagher
’23 credited the Ladies’ early dominance to their wellstructured game plan. “We
had gone into the game with
a really structured game plan,

and to see that come to fruition on the field and get us
the lead was really rewarding
and energizing,” she said.
O’Neil agreed and added
that even the sidelines were
filled with excitement. “Everyone was hyped up on
adrenaline,” she said. “The
back and forth action kept the
game intense and made everyone want the win that much
more.”
The second half left JCU
stif led by Kenyon’s defense
and offense, though the Blue
Streaks were never completely
out of the contest. The Ladies
were able to add to their lead
in the third quarter, thanks to
goals by Maddie Garner ’24
and Kate Lengel ’24, but JCU
clawed back in the waning
minutes of the third quarter,
cutting Kenyon’s lead to one
goal (6-5).
In the opening minutes of
the final quarter, JCU tied
the game, but the Ladies were
able to answer swiftly, with
Julia Losey ’23 scoring the
tally. The Blue Streaks again
tied the game in the fifth
minute of the quarter. After a forced turnover by Brett

O’Neil: NCAC Female Lacrosse Athlete of the Week. | COURTESY OF MIKE MUNDEN
Bearrows ’22 gave the Ladies
possession, O’Neil scored her
fourth goal of the game to
give Kenyon the lead. O’Neil’s
fifth goal would prove to
be the game-winner, as JCU
scored with just over a minute remaining in the game to
make the score 9-8. With the
Blue Streaks looking to force
overtime, Gallagher and the
Kenyon defensive unit stood
strong. After a faceoff win for
JCU, the Ladies were able to
force a turnover and secure a

clear, earning the Ladies their
second win of the season.
Gallagher noted that the
last minute of the game offered plenty of stress alongside excitement. “Knowing
that when it mattered most
and [under] extremely stressful conditions we kept our
cool and pushed through for
the dub is the most important
and cool thing you can see a
defensive unit do as a team,”
she said.
O’Neil said that her fa-

vorite part of the game was
being able to use Kenyon’s
highly practiced offensive
sets against another team, as
a real game inspires creativity that is often absent during
practices. For her five-goal
effort, O’Neil earned NCAC
Women’s Lacrosse Athlete of
the Week.
The Ladies play next
against No. 14 Catholic University this Sunday in Washington, D.C.
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Three Kenyon records broken at NCAC Championship meet
KATIE SPARVERO
SPORTS ASSISTANT

On Feb. 25 and 26, the Lords
and Ladies traveled to Wittenberg University to compete in
the NCAC Championships.
Despite some individual successes, the Ladies finished in
eighth place, while the Lords
finished ninth.
Both days of competition
were closed to the public,
which meant that it was up to
the teams to create a lively atmosphere, according to Paula
Sorić ’25. “Because of COVID-19 restrictions, spectators
weren’t allowed so each team
tried really hard to support
their teammates,” she wrote to
the Collegian.
Ladies
The Ladies kicked off the
first day of competition with a
fifth-place finish from Sorić in
the long jump, where her best
jump of 16 feet, 9 ¾ inches
(5.12 meters) earned Kenyon
four points in the standings.
Kenyon’s next points came
in the 5000-meter race, where
Emma Becker ’22 excelled: She
finished in second place, earning eight points for the Ladies.
Becker ran a season-best time
of 18:04.11, while Ella Wilson
’23 earned four points for her
fifth-place finish, crossing the
finish line at a personal best
of 18:36.83. In the 60-meter
hurdles preliminaries, Grace
Neuger ’24 qualified for the
finals with an eighth-place
ranking (9.68 seconds).
Sierra Smith ’22 qualified
for the 400-meter finals with a
time of 1:03.14. In the distance
medley, a team of Hailey Napier ’22, Madelyn Son ’25, Cecily
King ’23 and Katarina Yepez
’22 finished eighth (13:39.51).
By the end of day one, the Ladies sat in fifth place with 30
points, trailing Ohio Wesleyan
University by 29 points. Oberlin College held a wide margin
for first place, their 71 points
providing a 30-point cushion
ahead of second-place College
of Wooster.
The first points of the second day of competition began
with the triple jump for the Ladies. Sorić took second place,
earning the team eight points
with her best jump of 37 feet, 7
¼ inches (11.46 meters).
Sorić’s second-place finish
was not an easy achievement,
especially after she fouled on
her first jump. She said that it
was a challenge not to overthink her next jumps after
she fouled. “My thoughts were
rushing because I knew the
jump I fouled was good and
I was anxious about making
the same mistake again,” she
wrote. “I try to remind myself that one foul doesn’t determine my whole series, but
I’m also aware that there are
certain things that have led

Paula Sorić ’25 takes second place, breaking Kenyon’s record in the triple jump. | COURTESY OF MIKE MUNDEN
to my foul and they need to be
worked on.” After collecting
her thoughts, Sorić went on to
perform a jump of 36 feet, 10
¼ inches (11.23 meters), which
broke the Kenyon record she
set in the triple jump. But she
wasn’t done after that: She
broke the school record again
on her fifth and best jump.
In the shot put, Erasmia
Yager ’23 finished eighth with
a best throw of 33 feet, 3 ¾
inches (10.76 meters), setting a
personal best and earning the
Ladies one point in the standings. After finishing eighth in
the preliminary races, Neuger
earned a seventh-place finish and two points for Kenyon
in the 60-meter hurdle finals
(9.81 seconds). In the 400-meter finals, Smith took home
eighth place in 1:02.93. Her
finish was a season best and
also earned the Ladies a point.
Kenyon’s final points of
the day came in the 3000-meter race. Becker finished third
and earned the team six points
with her time of 10:34.41, a
season-best time. The meet
wrapped up with the 4x400
meter relay, where a team of
Smith, Abby McCarty ’22,
Davida Harris ’22 and Logan
Vidal ’25 finished eighth and

earned one point in the standings (4:22.73).
Despite their hard-fought
efforts, the Ladies finished last
with 37 points at the end of
two days of competition. Oberlin held onto first, earning the
NCAC title with 166.5 points,
while the College of Wooster
and DePauw University tied
for second place (101 points).
Lords
In one of two field events on
day one, Riley Orth ’24 earned
Kenyon their first 10 points of
the championships as he won
the NCAC title in shot put. On
his third throw, Orth threw
the shot 51 feet, 5 ½ inches
(15.68 meters), making him
the only competitor to break
the 15-meter mark. This throw
broke the Kenyon record of 51
feet, 1 ¼ inches (15.58 meters),
which had stood since 1964.
On the track, Tapiwa Gono
Phiri ’25 continued his dominance from previous meets,
finishing first in the 60-meter
dash preliminaries across all
heats with a time of 7.08 seconds. This mark broke the Kenyon record he had set a week
prior. Gono Phiri said that
breaking the Kenyon record
serves as extra motivation for

him. “My goal is to run faster than I ran previously. So,
right now: Three weeks ago, I
ran 7.30, and now I’m running
7.03, 7.04 [in practice], so this
is like a new goal for me to beat
them,” he said.
In the 800-meter preliminaries, Angus Soderberg ’22
qualified for a spot in the finals with his eighth-place finish (1:59.08). Gono Phiri continued his dominant first day
as he won his heat in the 200
meter preliminaries, finishing fifth overall with a time
of 22.67 seconds. The Lords
ended day one in ninth place
with 10 points. Wabash College stood in first place with
57.50 points.
Orth started off the second
day strong for the Lords, earning 10th place in the weight
throw, with his best throw
traveling 44 feet, 6 inches
(13.56 meters). Kenyon’s first
points of the day came from
Gono Phiri, who won the conference title in the 60-meter
dash with a time of 7.02 seconds, improving slightly on
his time in the preliminaries.
His winning time of 7.02 seconds once again broke the Kenyon record in the race. For
Gono Phiri, who had never run

the 60-meter dash before coming to Kenyon, breaking records serves as evidence of his
hard work. “It shows that I’m
in a good place and that I can
thrive both mentally and physically,” he said.
The Lords’ next points
came from Soderberg in the
800-meter finals. After finishing eighth in the preliminaries,
Soderberg improved to finish
fourth in the finals with a time
of 1:57.79, earning Kenyon five
points in the standings. Gono
Phiri again helped the Lords’
standing in the 200-meter finals, earning five points with
his fourth-place finish (22.52
seconds). The Lords concluded
the meet with 30 points, coming in last in the competition.
Wabash secured the NCAC title with 151.5 points over two
days. At the conclusion of the
meet, Gono Phiri was awarded
the title of NCAC Newcomer of
the Year.
The Lords and Ladies will
next compete in the ONU Last
Chance Meet in Ada, Ohio on
March 4 and 5.

